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2011 Summer Reading Club a Success 
with Almost 5,000 Kids and Teens Participating

YOUNGSTOWN (September 27, 2011/For Immediate Release) -- This year's Summer Reading Club is not just a memory, but a successful summer of fun and learning which helped kids and teens throughout Mahoning County keep up their reading skills over the summer break from school. Almost 5,000 babies, toddlers, children and teens participated.

Some 4,267 registered for this year’s children’s program entitled, “One World, Many Stories.”  Even though registration was down slightly (6%) from 4,527 in 2010, the total number of hours read and attendance at programs were both higher. Participants read for 34,955 hours, which is a 16% increase over 2010 and program attendance is up to 14,190 this year, a 4% rise from 13,594 in 2010.

Seventy-nine babies and toddlers, ages 0-2 years, participated in the Baby Brilliant Summer Reading Club. Parents in the program receive information on how to work with their babies to help develop pre-reading skills that will make them better readers in the future.

The teen program had 699 participants in their program, “Eat, Sleep, Read (Eating and Sleeping Optional).”  Of these, 280 teens completed 12 hours of reading!

Each year, the Library’s Summer Reading Club attracts thousands of children from throughout Mahoning County. And even though they may not be aware of it, their participation in the Library’s Summer Reading Club will help them keep up their reading skills over the summer break and return to school more prepared. All this, and a summer of fun, too!

The Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning County would like to thank its generous donors for their help in creating another successful summer of reading.

Donors include:  The Community Foundation of the Mahoning Valley’s Kennedy Family Fund; Dollar General; Library staff; Friends of the Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning County; Friends of the Library – Austintown, Boardman, Canfield, Poland and Sebring Branch Libraries; PNC Foundation; Rotary Clubs of Austintown, Boardman, Canfield, Youngstown; Ruth Bowers Fund for Youth Programs and Services; Sam’s Club; Walmart; Shari DellaPenna. Coupons are provided by Camelot Lanes, Chili’s, Eat ‘n Park, Mahoning Valley Scrappers, Skate Zone, Taco Bell, and Master Park.

The Community Foundation of the Mahoning Valley, which contributed $7,500 to the summer program, is operated exclusively for charitable, educational and scientific purposes which effectively assist and promote the well-being of the residents of Mahoning and Trumbull Counties. 
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